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Please welcome Pastor Ayla! 

 

Rev. Ayla Samson is a lifelong Christian and a United Methodist Clergy. For the past five years, Rev. 

Ayla Samson has served as Pastor of Generation To Generation United Methodist Church in Chicago. 

Rev. Samson has previously served as a Student Pastor at Tinley Park United Methodist Church for four 

years.  
 

During 2017 Session of Annual Conference Rev. Ayla Samson was commissioned as a Provisional Elder.  

Rev. Ayla Samson, received her B.A. degree from University of Punjab (Pakistan), her Master’s Degree 

in Theological Studies from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, and completed Post-Graduate 

Course work (TH.M.) at Maryknoll School of Theology in New York. Rev. Ayla Samson is also a 

graduate of the Northern Illinois Conference’s Institute of Congregational Development.  
 

Rev. Ayla Samson has passion for, and many years of experience in, children and youth ministries. She is 

also passionate about Bible study, small groups ministry, as well as Intergenerational Ministry (Ministry 

to all generations).  
 

Rev. Ayla Samson is a Team builder and a collaborative leader who is committed to work with the 

congregation to help bring added growth and vitality. She is also committed to work with the 

congregation to reach out to its community in new and effective ways.  
 

Rev. Ayla Samson currently serves as the Secretary of the National Asian American and Pacific Islander 

Clergy Women Association (AAPIC UMC). She also serves as a member of the Northern Illinois 

Conference Nominations Committee.  
 

Rev. Ayla Samson is married to Rev. Dr. Zaki L. Zaki, Chicago Northwestern District Superintendent. 

They have five children: their son, Khalid, who graduated in May 2017 from Valparaiso University 

(Urban Planning, Civil Engineering, Math), daughter Nura who also graduated in May 2017 from 

Valparaiso University (Political Science/Pre-law), daughter Mariam who is a first year student at 

Valparaiso University (pre-Med), daughter Isis who graduated from High School, and daughter Myra 

who graduated in June from Emerson Middle School.  
 

Rev. Ayla Samson honors Faith UMC and appreciates the good work the congregation has done together 

with their former Pastor, Rev. Amos Oladipo for whom she has a lot of respect. She commits to work 

with the congregation to build upon this good work.  
 

Rev. Ayla Samson can be reached at 773-729-0522 and by email at pastorayla@live.com. 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS                                                     JULY LITURGISTS/READERS 
July 3 -   Linda Scheuer                                                                     July 2 – Jean Jackson/Edelmira Yabes 

July 5 -   Jo Sharber                                                                           July 9 – Kris Johnson/RoderickYabes Jr. 

July 6 -   Tracie White                                                                       July 16 – Christian Yabes/Giovanni Yabes   

July 16 - Natalie Nicholson                                                               July 23 – Joe Boyle 

July 18 -  Donna Wagner                                                                   July 30 – Paul Galuszka 

July 23 -  Greg Cullinane   

July 26 – Jack Johnson 

July 26 – Kylie Johnson 

July 27 – Robert Kolls 

                                          

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

July 24 – Roger & Martha Carson 

July 25 - Harold & Donna Wagner 

July 28 – Bob & Betty Kolls 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR JULY 
7/4       Genesis 22:1-14                               Psalm 13            Romans 6:12-23             Matthew 10:40-42 

7/9       Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67      Psalm 72            Romans 7:15-25a            Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

7/16     Genesis 25:19-34                            Psalm 25             Romans 8:1-11                Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

7/23     Genesis 28:10-19a                          Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24   Romans 8:12-25   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

7/30     Genesis 29:15-28                            Ppsalm 105:1-11, 45b    Romans 8:26-39   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

+Christian Symbol+ 
 

 
 
Sparrow  
 

Birds in general symbolize God’s presence. Sparrows represent God’s concern and care even for those thought 

insignificant. In Jesus’ words, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 

ground outside your Father’s care. … So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows” (Matthew 

10:29, 31, NIV).  
 

Why Grandma gave 
One Sunday as she was getting ready for church, a grandmother received a call from her daughter. “Can you 

watch the kids while we’re out of town next week?” the daughter asked.  

 

Grandma was so thrilled she put an extra $5 into the offering plate that morning.  

 

The next Sunday, after her three young grandchildren had returned home, she put in an extra $20. 
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BIBLE QUIZ 
 

 
 
What is Gideon doing when the angel of the Lord appears to him with God’s call to lead Israel’s fight against the 
Midianites?  
 
A. Threshing wheat  
B. Harvesting grapes  
C. Keeping sheep  
D. Making a sacrifice to the Lord  
 
Answer:  (See Judges 6:11.)  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Charles Saint-Vil, a member of our church, who works for bettering the lives of children in his homeland of 

Haiti could use your help for his nonprofit organization.  To give online:  www.lightupouryouthfoundation.org 

or send a check to Light Up Our Youth Foundation, P.O. Box 1141, Lombard, IL  60148.   

 

If you would like to volunteer to read the Old or New Testament Scripture, see Kris Johnson or find sign-up 

sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED –Looking for volunteers to plan and give the Children’s Time during Worship 

Service.  There is a sign up sheet in the church narthex.  Volunteers are asked to keep the message to 5 minutes 

and the message must relate to Biblical scripture. 

 

FAITH CHURCH PICNIC – Sunday, July 16th following our outdoor worship service. 

 

Community Garage Sale will be held at Faith United Methodist Church on Saturday, July 22 from 10am to 

2pm, Rain date will be on July 29th. Assorted home items from nuts to bolts, books, and clothing. Come shop 

with us. If you would like a Sale Table, please contact Jean at 630-877-6011 or the church office at 630-600-

9799 
 

FACEBOOK AND WEBSITE POSTINGS – If you have any notifications or photos to be posted on 

Facebook, please send them to Linda Naughton.  If you have any notifications or photos to be posted on the 

Website, please send them to Paul Galuszka. 

 

WE HAVE SOME OF OUR OLD TABLE AND CHAIRS THAT NEED TO FIND A NEW HOME.  IF 

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN TAKING ANY, PLEASE SEE WARREN PETRIE. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.lightupouryouthfoundation.org/


The sound of faith                   page 4 

 
 

 

 
 

One or the other 
Either we trust in God, and in that case we neither trust in ourselves, nor in our fellow-men, nor in 

circumstances, nor in anything besides; or we do trust in one or more of these, and in that case do not trust in 

God.  

 

—George Müller 
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Your ticket is stamped 
On a train trip, a pastor struck up a conversation with a seatmate who thought character and good works led to 

salvation. The pastor wasn’t making progress but had a realization when the conductor collected tickets, quickly 

checking the date before stamping each one.  

 

After the conductor passed by, the pastor told his fellow passenger: “All the conductor looked at was your 

ticket. He did not inquire about your character. He didn’t care who you were — whether you were a good or 

moral man or a criminal. So it is with salvation. You need only God’s ‘ticket to heaven’ stamped by the blood 

of Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

The perks of alone time 
“Only those who learn to live with loneliness can come to know themselves and life,” said poet Carl Sandburg. 

He described walking in nature, listening to the “sounds of loneliness” and wondering, “Who are you, 

Sandburg? Where have you been, and where are you going?”  

 

Jesus also valued alone time with God in nature. He often withdrew to pray after being with crowds of people 

and his disciples. Spending one-on-one time with God helps us find and focus on his mission for our lives. He 

also uses it to strengthen us for carrying out his important work. 
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